A DICTIONARY  OF  PIRATES

Mohammedan, and died at Constantinople a
millionaire and a Bashaw. Captain Nathaniel
North, originally a Bermuda lawyer, was one of
those who settled in Madagascar among the
natives, though a native ultimately murdered
him in his bed. Captain Joseph Thwaites, at
one time a midshipman, and a ferocious murderer
who killed children and drowned all his prisoners
" by tying a double-headed shot round their necks
and throwing them overboard/' had agents in
Gibraltar through whom he used to transmit
large sums to his wife and family in England.
He went to the United States and purchased a
fine estate, ultimately dying through the bite of
a rattlesnake. Captain Cobham (whose wife, who
accompanied him to sea, would kill prisoners for
pistol practice) purchased an estate from the
Due de Chartres and died, an aged magistrate,
near Havre.

These, alas, were seldom of the more chivalrous
kind. Chivalry, of a kind, did just exist.
Roberts, who like an immense number of the
pirates, was of Welsh birth, was the Claude Duval
of the sea. He dressed in rich damask, with a
red-plumed hat, and a gold chain, with diamond
cross, round his neck. He never allowed his
women prisoners to be molested ; he was a total
abstainer; he had all lights out at eight;
gambling on his ship was forbidden; he was a
strict Sabbatarian ; and he forced no man to
become a pirate against his wish. He took over
four hundred vessels. With one he captured a
clergyman whom he begged to remain as ship's

109